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USC hires new VP for $325,000 a year
Respected researcher now highestpaid vice president at university
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A longtime administrator and researcher at
USC’s School of Medicine will now head the
university’s overall research efforts, pending fi nal
board of trustees approval.
Prakash Nagarkatti, formerly associate dean of
USC’s medical school, will earn $325,000 a year
in his new role — making him the highest paid
vice president at USC. Bill Hogue , who earns
$270,000 as the universit y’s chief technolog y
officer, currently holds that title.

President Harris Pastides said Nagarkatti, who
has won tens of millions of dollars in grants at
the medical school, can boost the university’s
research intake, which is vitally
i mp or t a nt du r i ng t i me s of
budget duress. USC has broken
records in research funding for
the past two years, according
to stat ist ics provided by t he
university.
Nagark at t i is now t he
second highest paid academic
dministrator at USC;
NAGARKATTI aProvost
Michael Amiridis , the
u n iver sit y ’s ch ief ac adem ic
officer, earns $310,000 a year. Nagarkatti received

a 15 percent raise from his approximate $280,000
sa la r y at t he med ica l school, accord i ng to
President Harris Pastides. Stephen Kresovich, the
university’s previous vice president for research
who left the post in June, earned $275,000 a year.
“He’s one of the most productive scientists in
the university, and I couldn’t ask him to take a
pay cut or to keep the same salary,” Pastides said.
“You need to reward someone for taking on more
duties.”
K resovich left his job in June 2011 after a
22-month stint and returned to the classroom as
a SmartState Endowed Chair that links “research
and economic development.” Kresovich came to
USC from Cornell University for the VP position
VP ● 2

Students play dead to protest domestic abuse

Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Members of the Feminist Majorit y
Leadership Alliance laid in chalk “murder
scene” outlines Tuesday on Pendleton
Street Bridge to raise awareness about
domestic violence and support passage of
the International Violence Against Women
Act.
S a r a h B au g her , p r e s ide nt of t he
organization, said the U.S. remains the only
industrialized country that hasn’t signed
the bill, even though it helped craft it.
“When one in three women are affected
by violence worldwide, it’s ridiculous,”
Baugher said.
The bodies of FMLA members were
covered with signs that told stories of
domestic abuse from across the country.
One read “R.I.P. Jennifer Wilson.” Wilson
was a USC education professor who was
stabbed to death in September, allegedly at
the hands of an ex-boyfriend.
The silent demonstration also recognized
October as Domestic Violence Awareness
Month.
“It’s kind of a wake-up call to get people
to realize that domestic violence is a huge
problem and we should be protecting our
women,” Baugher said.
—Compiled by Ryan Quinn

I-Comm speaker: ‘I would be
terrified if there were no wars’
Journalist discusses
conflict coverage
Derek Legette

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Conf lict correspondent David
Axe left a full room of journalism
students and faculty staff stunned
after saying if he had God’s power
then he would not stop wars —
simply because he likes covering
them.
“War is dramatic. The stakes are
high,” he said. “I would be terrified
if there were no more wars.”
Axe, a former Free Times staff
writer, came to USC Tuesday for
its I-Comm week to discuss war,
self-censorship and selling war.
Travel i ng qu ite a d ist a nce for
his passion, A xe has reported on
confl ict zones in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Somalia , Chad, Congo, Lebanon
a nd East Ti mor for out let s
including Wired , C-SPA N and
Voice of America.
He t alked about who ca n

Freelance reporter and former Free Times staff writer
David Axe spoke at Harper Collge Tuesday evening.
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DRAKE ANNOUNCES
COLUMBIA VISIT
Read about Drake and other
upcoming acts in The Mix section

Columbia concert preview • 5

AXE ● 2

Half and Half

Welfare’s failure

Shaw set to start

USC alumni’s Columbia print shop creates
materials for Dave
Matthews Band,
Phish.

Columnist Jack
Tisdall says government intervention and
welfare programs are
ineffective.

Coach Steve Spurrier
hopes Connor Shaw
will jump-start USC’s
struggling offense
against Kentucky.

See page 5

See page 4

See page 8
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VP ● Continued from 1
Kresovich said he wasn’t interested
in talk ing about t he specif ics of
why he left the VP job, but that his
current research is where he felt he
could “contribute the most to the
university.”
Past ides said K resov ich chose
to step dow n based on his “ow n
professional judgment given who he
was and the system we have here.”
Pa st ide s s a id Nag a rk at t i h a s a
proven track record in the medical
school and he believes Nagarkatti
will “shatter all research records.”
In an interview with The Daily
G a me co c k , Nag a rk at t i s a id he
wou ld encou rage researchers to
form “interdisciplinary teams” to
tackle complex problems.
T h at sor t of col lab or at ion is
especially important in winning
federal grants and contracts, which
have reduced in recent years.
About 8 percent of applications
for federal dollars are now granted,
Nagarkatti said.
“If you have 10 investigators from
different colleges look ing at t he

same problem, we become nationally
competitive with other universities
and attract those funds that will help
us do the research that takes us to
the next level,” Nagarkatti said.
A n o t h e r g o a l f o r U S C ’s
research u nit w ill be to prov ide
more technology and seed money
for re sea rc her s to b eg i n work ,
Nagarkatti said.
He wants to acquire “cutt ingedge technology” and provide the
conditions conducive to world-class
research. USC has awarded him a
start-up package in the millions to
begin his initiatives, but its exact
terms have not been determined.
“ T he $227 m i l l ion i n g r a nt s
and contracts we took in last year
is sig n if ica nt ly more t ha n st ate
appropriations or even athletics,”
Pastides said. “And you want to push
that number forward. So you have
to pick the person who best in your
judgment can do that.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

AXE ● Continued from 1
be blamed for
exaggerating today’s
w a r s i n t h e p u b l ic
eye. He i nv ited t he
audience to jump at
h i m w it h quest ions
at a ny t i me, wh ich
is exactly what
third-year broadcast
jou r n a l i s m s t ude nt
A m it Kumar did
when A xe made h is
controversial remark.
“There are a lot of
ot her t h i ng s w rong
b e side s wa r. T here
are a lot things wrong
w it h government in
general,” Kumar said.
“If you really had the
opt ion — yes or no
— to end war right at
this moment and you
just said you wouldn’t,
then I think you’re to
blame.”
A xe also discussed
how wa r i n genera l
has been steadily
declining. Despite our

on-going wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan and
the waning civil war
in Libya, Axe says the
percept ion of war is
overblown and there
is a lot less war overall
than any other time in
world history.
“W hat we call
‘wars’ today are just
low-intensified, drawn
out lit t le bloodshed
affairs,” he said. The
kinds of wars fought
have sig n if ic a nt ly
altered from the times
of interstate conf lict,
Axe said.
“It is not the
invasion of Normandy
any more,” A xe said.
“There is no place in
the world today where
1,000 combatants will
die in a single day.”
He i nsisted t hat
t he occ u r rence of
wars in general have
severely plu m meted
since World War II.

want your
GUXJ©UH½OOV©IDVWHU"
XVH©P\rxVSDFH
KWWSVP\U[VSDFHXVKVVFHGX

FDPSXV©pharmacy
#©WKRPVRQ©VWXGHQW©KHDOWK©FHQWHU

Based on t he 20 092010 Human Security
Repor t Project he
based his discussion,
20 people out of every
10 0 , 0 0 0 a n nu a l l y
died in wars during
the 1940s. Currently
t hat stat ist ic has
been reduced to 1 to
2 people out of every
100,000.
A xe suggested
t hat t he creat ion
of internat ional
b o d ie s s u c h a s t he
United Nations and,
i r o n i c a l l y, nu c l e a r
proliferation may have
helped reduce t he
casualt y rate on t he
chart.
“The spread of
nuclear weapons
h ave de c re a sed t he
likelihood of war
because nucleararmed countries won’t
attack each other for
obvious reasons,” Axe
said. “An increasingly
nuclear international
communit y creates a
deterrence, diplomacy
or a sense of peace.”
One student
countered by
rhetor ic a l l y a s k i n g
that “If everyone has
nuclear weapons, what
would happen if one
country decides to use
them?”
“Then the numbers
in the chart would go
up,” A xe said. “That
would be bad.”
Even though Kumar
sa id t hat A xe’s t a l k
was good, he said he
contributes to the very
problem he addressed.
“If you ask Dav id
A xe , p o i nt- b l a n k ,
‘wou ld you rat her
have war or not’ and
he wou ld say ‘ ye s ,’
t hen he has a st a ke
in perpetuating war,”
Kumar said.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com
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Student Health Center administers hundreds of flu shots
Students and faculty rolled up their sleeves in preparation for this
year’s flu season at the Thompson Student Health Center’s second
vaccine clinic of the year’s flu mitigation campaign.
Staff from the Student Health Center were on the Russell House
Patio from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday administering the vaccines,
which cost $15 for students and $25 for faculty. The vaccines will be
available at 16 more scheduled public clinics, which will run through
Nov. 3.
In past years, the health center has distributed approximately 2,500
vaccines per flu season, according to SHS executive director Debbie
Beck. However, nursing service manager Janet Jackson said that
2009’s H1N1 epidemic combined with improved communication
and available information about influenza has yielded a higher
demand for immunizations. By 3 p.m., SHS had administered over
320 vaccines.
“I was really impressed with the number of students who were
glad to be vaccinated,” Jackson said. “Flu can be deadly, and people
are more aware of that now than ever before.”
This year’s vaccine will protect against three viruses that
researchers have predicted will be most common: H1N1, H2N3 and
influenza B. Registered nurses will administer more vaccines today
and Thursday on the patio in front of Thompson Student Health
Center from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. SHS will also host a drive-through
clinic at the Coliseum parking lot Friday.
—Compiled by Kathryn Kranjc

Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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LAUNDRESS

Carolinian Creed & Diversity Day
SIGN IT. MEAN IT. LIVE IT.

Deadline: October 14, 2011
Due by 4:00 p.m.

ESSAY CONTEST

FIRST PLACE PRIZE: $500 SCHOLARSHIP

(SPONSORED BY MAC-GRAY CAMPUS SOLUTIONS)
SECOND PLACE PRIZE: $50 GIFT CARD FROM TARGET AND WATER BOTTLES
FROM CAROLINA DINING
THIRD PLACE PRIZE: $25 GIFT CARD FROM RUSSELL HOUSE BOOKSTORE AND WATER
BOTTLES FROM CAROLINA DINING

The annual CAROLINIAN CREED ESSAY CONTEST is back! Students compete
by composing an essay of at least 500 words on one of the three quotes offered
below and how the quote relates to the Carolinian Creed and USC students.

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question
is, ‘What are you doing for others?’”
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

”

“One’s dignity may be assaulted, vandalized
and cruelly mocked, but cannot be taken
away unless it is surrendered.”
- Michael J. Fox

“Man’s action is only a picture book of his
creed.”
- Arthur Helps, English author

College level work including content,
proper grammar, correct spelling, sentence
structure and cohesive organization of
thought will be taken into account when
reviewing all entries. All essays must be
typed, Times New Roman 12 point font
with one-inch margins on each page. Please
number each page on the bottom right
hand corner and place as the header your
¿UVWLQLWLDODQGODVWQDPHLQWKHXSSHUULJKW
hand corner. Please include a cover page
with your name and your email address.
$OOHVVD\VDUHGXHWRWKH2I¿FHRI6WXGHQW
Conduct, located in the Byrnes Building
6XLWH  RQ 2FWREHU   E\ 
p.m. The winner will be announced in
the Daily Gamecock and will be invited
to participate in Creed & Diversity Day
activities on November 9, 2011.

FALL & HOLIDAY FASHION EVENT
Thursday, October 6, 4 – 7, champagne happy hour

Friday, October 7, 10 – 6

Shop Tibi’s entire Holiday and Winter collection. Tibi representatives
Carly and Taylor will be on hand for personal styling appointments.
Tibi gift with every purchase

VISIT US ON
FACEBOOK

FOLLOW US
@SHOPVANJEAN
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EDITORIAL BOARD

Student section
is appropriately
rowdy, obscene

JOSH DAWSEY
Editor-in-Chief

COLIN CAMPBELL
Managing Editor

KEVIN BURKE
Asst. Viewpoints Editor

PAULINA OLIVARES
Design Director

CHLOE GOULD
Mix Editor

PARKER JENNETTE
Photo Editor

Football is war, no
place for ‘Kumbaya’

RYAN VELASQUEZ
Sports Editor

Journalism lecture paints
unflattering image of field
David A xe, a freelance journalist that
USC’s College of Mass Communications and
Information Studies brought to campus for
I-Comm week, told a crowd of journalism
students and faculty Tuesday evening that, if
given godlike powers to do so, he would not
end all war simply because he enjoys writing
about it too much.
This was after he
“This is
wasted the audience’s
frankly sad, time for more than
an hour asking them
journalism
why they thought the
is a greater
media furthered the
notion that there is
good, a
war on Earth
higher calling, more
today, when there is
a love.”
actually less.
Obviously part of the problem is reporters
like Axe, who cover war because they enjoy
the violence itself. This is frankly sad —
journalism is a greater good, a higher calling,
a love. It is not merely a career.
It is well-known that journalism isn’t a
lucrative career. While this has the negative
effect of scaring off many talented men and
women, it has the usual benefit of attracting
only those who feel that their job is for more
than just money and thrills.
A xe, a nd t hose like h im, repor t
only for the adrenaline rush.
We’re glad you enjoy your job, Axe. You get to
make money doing something you love, even
though you have no moral compass guiding
you. Many mercenaries enjoy their jobs, too.
A sick fascination with violence and death
should inhabit no part of a war reporter’s mind.
College of Mass Communicat ions and
Information Studies, we understand your
intent to show us the f ull spectrum of
journalism, from the good to the ugly.
For those of us in the school, we know
this week is always chock-full of top-notch
speakers and thought-provoking events.
This year is no exception, but last night’s
event was not one of those events. It was an
embarrassment to USC and the journalism
school.
John Lennon famously wrote the lyrics
“War is over, if you want it.” It is one thing to
say the situation is more complex than simply
wanting it. It is another to not want it at all.
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Welfare programs rob poor of dignity
Government intervention
has resulted in laziness
In the ‘80s John Kenneth Galbraith
said “Trickle-down economics: the
less-than-elegant metaphor that if
one feeds the horse enough oats, some
will pass through to the road for the
sparrows” to mock the Republican’s
decrease in tax rates on the rich from
70 percent to 28 percent.
The Democrats have been trying to
raise it ever since, having brought the
tax rate on the wealthiest Americans
back to about 40 percent
at present.
G a lbr a it h a nd t he
Democrat s do not
believe that money in
the hands of the rich can
benefit the poor, i.e., it
does not “trickle down.”
Jack
Rather, they believe the
Tisdall
First-year
government should take
international
t his money f rom t he
business student
rich through taxation
and redistribute it to
the poor. This difference in belief is
fundamental to the political battle
being fought today in Washington.
When a private enterprise makes
a profit, this money is used to pay
employees, suppliers and contractors
— usually lower and middle class
people. When the profit does reach the
rich store owner, this wealth is injected
back into the economy in the form of
investment or spending (money held in
savings is actually invested by banks).
In either case, “the rich getting
richer” creates job opportunities and
supplies capital to start-up companies.
Cut t i ng t a xes on t he r ich a nd
providing an incentive for them to
make money is the best way to help
the poor because it directly benefits

them through paychecks and loans.
W hen t he government ta xes t he
rich and gives to the poor, there
are unintended consequences. The
welfare state created by the Democrats
has inflicted unfathomable harm on
the poor and is tearing at America’s
social fabric.
A system where people live of f
the fruits of other’s labor is not only
morally wrong but has robbed the
poor of their self-dignity.
Welfare checks discourage people
from seeking employment and inhibit
overcoming hardship individually, a
principal source of human fulfillment.
It is essential to distinguish between
hardship and suffering. We as a society
would never leave a leukemic child out
in the cold.
But a welfare check that pays for a
car and cable television is wasteful and
immoral. Determining the precise line
that divides hardship and suffering is a
healthy political debate.
The objective of promoting the
welfare of the regular man is a noble
cau se desi red by ever y pol it ica l
philosophy.
The mach iner y of government
fails in achieving this goal because it
requires doing good with someone
else’s money, an impossible task since
no one spends someone else’s money as
carefully as they spend their own.
Governmental inst r uments are
futile in helping the needy. Though
politicians often assert that poverty
is the fault of capitalism, government
intervention has been prone to failure
and has caused immeasurable adversity
for the poor. Government policies
must be judged by their result, not
by their purpose. American history
has shown that welfare programs can
have the opposite effect of what their
well-intentioned sponsors hoped.

I’m sick and tired of people
trying to tell the student section
as a whole to treat opponents with
respect. If you’re one of those wild,
die-hard fans, you do not have
to keep reading. I
am talking to those
who think football
is a time for people
to hold hands and
root for both teams.
First of all, have
you e ver seen a
Stephen
football game? It is
Barry
Second-year
a passionate sport
broadcast
where fans feel an
journalism
extreme connection
student
to their team.
When I scream
obscenities at a team that shattered
my hopes of the year we had all
been waiting for, you can’t tell me
I am disrespectful.
We did not earn the respect of
sports commentators as being one
of the best student sections in the
nation by being nice and handing
out gifts. We earned it because we
affect the other team and fuel our
team to victory.
In this warlike sport, the other
team is our enemy, and I will
guarantee you that their fans feel
the exact same way about us. This
feeling is not bad, it makes us feel
like a part of something.
Gamecock Pride is all about
feeling passion for our team. The
football game becomes more than
just a game on Saturdays, it’s a part
of our lifestyle. We want ultimate
success, and whenever that success
is challenged, we should get angry
and a little crazy.
In t he f irst ever ClemsonCarolina game, which we won,
the students of each university
got their guns and almost started
shooting each other. I will always
remember that story told in my
University 101 class, and I always
thought about how cool that is.
If you feel it’s best to show your
pride by cheering on our team and
say nothing about the other team,
that is fine, but just because I get
mad and loud, don’t chastise me.

New Apple business model benefits students
Opening lower price market makes
top-tier phone experience aﬀordable
Apple announced a new iPhone Tuesday with
much fanfare and anticipation. The new iPhone,
the iPhone 4S, is now the top-tier iPhone on the
market. But the new iPhone isn’t the story here.
Apple showed us their new business plan, and it’s
geared toward people like us .
You see, in the past Apple has retired older
iPhones when a new model came to market. But
this year, that’s not the case. Apple is now pushing
the previous generation phones down into a lower
price market. This is a huge shift from Apple’s
“luxury” brand mantra. You used to have to pay
a premium to get an Apple product, but now you
can get an iPhone for free. Granted, it’s a model
that was released two years ago, but it still will
run the upcoming iOS update, giving the twoyear old phone most of the newest features.

Those that opt for the cheaper model won’t be
left in the cold when it comes to what the phone
can do.
We’ve k now n for a wh ile now t hat Apple
understands marketing, and in some
cases they even define it. But this
push into a lower price range is
directed right at students, giving
more students the ability to purchase
an iPhone.
As we’re typically cash-strapped,
$200
for a phone can be a steep price;
Kevin
I had a friend that bought a cheaper
Burke
Fourth-year
Android device for this exact reason.
finance student
But these lower asking prices make
the iPhone attainable to an entirely
new market.
Brand preference stands with us for the rest of
our lives, and is typically developed in our teens
and twenties. Apple gets that, and that’s why they
pushed these phones into a lower price range. If
you buy an iPhone now, chances are you’ll stick

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld be subm it ted v ia e-ma i l
to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length

with the ecosystem for a long time to come.
This is a good thing for students. J.D. Power
released statistics showing an over whelming
lead in consumer satisfaction with the iPhone .
So now, not only will you have to spend less to
have an iPhone, you’ll also be getting a top-tier
experience, which is never a bad thing.
A free — albeit on a two-year contract — cell
phone, regardless of model, appeals to a much
different audience than a premium priced phone.
This won’t monopolize the cell phone industry
— Samsung, Nokia, HTC and RIM aren’t going
anywhere anytime soon.
But for those that want to enter the iPhone
ecosystem, Apple just changed the way they do
business in order to include you. Your cost of
entry just vanished.
No doubt, there’s profit to be made by Apple
in this move. Yet this is a rare win-win situation.
As young student consumers, we can leave our
wallets a bit thicker while enjoying a smartphone
we didn’t have to make costly concessions for.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Half and Half prints for music greats
Shop’s co-owners
got start at USC
Kristyn Winch

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Did you know that nationally
k nown musicians including
Phish, Dave Matthews Band,
Wilco and the Avett Brothers
all get promotional materials
printed by an alumni-owned
bu si ne ss operat i ng out of
Columbia?
The Half and Half, a
silkscreen printing company
owned and operated by USC
graduates Sara Thomas and
Nick Wilson, can call those
artists clientele.
Thomas and Wilson met
while studying graphic design
at USC . Thomas is originally
from Charleston and Wilson is
from upstate South Carolina.
The pair began designing for
Columbia area businesses and
bands under the name The Half
and Half during their senior
year at USC and still work
under the same name today.
The Half and Half ’s first
client was El Burrito.
“They paid us in tacos,”
Wilson said.
Thomas and Wilson decided
to stay in Columbia because
they already had a large number
of clients.
“By the time we realized
we were about to graduate, we
realized we had enough clients

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Thomas Jennings, creative director at Half and Half, creates prints for Phish and Dave Matthews Band.
to continue working,” Wilson
said.
The Half and Half’s name
is a literal description of the
pair’s distribution of design and
business.
“ We b ot h come f rom a
design background with no
business background, but we
knew we’d have to do it all,”
Wilson said. “We split the work
half and half.”
Thomas and Wilson
have branched out from just
designing posters, too. The
Half and Half has created
ad ver t i sement s , web site s ,
product packaging, invitations

and stationary. Neither Wilson
nor Thomas have a favorite
medium to desig n for, but
believe the subject matter is
what makes projects interesting.
“As long as the project is cool,
the medium doesn’t matter,”
Wilson said. “Whatever project
we’re doing, we try to make it
different.”
The Half and Half studio
has moved around several times
since the business began. Their
first studio was on North Main
Street.
“We were there for a year
and a half,” Thomas said. “It
was actually a cool space, but we

didn’t have a lot to fill it with.”
The second Half and Half
studio space was upstairs from
Five Points consignment shop
Sid and Nancy, sparking an
ongoing relationship between
the two businesses. The store
has exclusive rights to The Half
and Half ’s prints and is the
only in-person location where
customers can buy their work.
“Being above Sid [and] Nancy
was great. They still sell our
stuff. If we were ever bored,
we’d go hang out with [the store
employees],” Wilson said.
Their current studio was
found by coincidence. The

pair’s landlord told them about
the space while they were eating
at El Burrito.
“ We love bei ng i n Five
Points,” Wilson said.
The Half and Half’s current
studio at 2119 College St. is a
hidden one-stor y bu ilding
located adjacent to City Yoga.
The st udio houses a semiautomatic silkscreen press , a
conference table for meetings
and a wall of computers for the
designers to work on. While
Wilson and Thomas say it’s a
bigger space than their previous
two studios, it’s still a cozy fit
for all the equipment. Wilson
said he is looking into moving
to a fourth studio space within
the next six months.
W ilson adv ises st udent s
interested in starting their own
businesses to realize that there
is life outside of USC.
“We’ve both taught at USC
through the design program.
Students are not competing
on a national level. The people
killing it at these projects are
going to have to work hard in
the real world,“ Wilson said.
As far as making a profit goes,
Wilson learned to follow advice
given to him when starting the
business.
“Whatever price you think
you’re going to charge, triple
it,” Wilson said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Big names take Columbia stage
Chloe Gould

Drake

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Saturday, Nov. 19 — Colonial Life Arena
Drake will follow Taylor Swift’s “Speak Now” stop — playing the arena
the night after the country star. The Degrassi star turned smooth hip-hop
star is still making his way up the charts, with singles “Best I Ever Had” and
“Successful” cementing his beat in the genre. California rapper Kendrick Lamar
will be opening for Drake. Tickets go on sale Friday at 10 a.m., ranging from
$29.75 to $69.75. USC students, faculty and staff get a $10 discount on any ticket.
Doors are at 7 p.m., show is at 8 p.m.

G. Love & Special Sauce w/ The
Movement

Game

Wednesday, Oct. 12 — South Carolina State Fair

Friday, Oct. 7 — Carolina Coliseum

Philadelphia’s R&B, alternative hip-hop group, headed by Garrett
Dutton or “G. Love,” has hit the rock charts with singles “Stepping Stone”
and “Astronaut.” The Movement, Columbia’s own reggae rock band, will
open for G. Love in the State Fair’s opening show. The show is at 7 p.m.,
and tickets are $10. Tickets for all State Fair Pepsi Grandstand concerts
are available online at scstatefair.org, or at the Grandstand ticket booth 1.5
hours before the show.

West Coast hip-hop pinnacle Game, a former member of G-Unit, first rose
to fame with 2005’s “The Documentary,” which housed the rapper’s hit single
“Hate It or Love It” featuring 50 Cent. Now simply going by “Game,” the hiphop artist released his latest “The R.E.D. Album” Aug. 23, with track “Martians
vs. Goblins” featuring Lil Wayne and Tyler, the Creator. Game tickets are free
to USC students, faculty and staff with a valid Carolina Card. Doors are at 7
p.m., and the show is at 8.

Courtesy of Myspace.com

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE FAIR
Trace Adkins
Sunday, Oct. 23 — Pepsi Grandstand
The Louisiana-born country star has established himself as one of the genre’s
heavy hitters with singles like “Chrome” and “Honky Tonk Badonkadonk.”
His eight studio albums and stint on Donald Trump’s “Celebrity Apprentice”
have shaped this country boy into a Grammy award-winning artist. The show
is at 7 p.m. on the Pepsi Grandstand, and seats are $15.

Taylor Swift
Friday, Nov. 18 — Colonial Life Arena
Country music’s 21-year-old sensation has won the hearts of girls and
boys with her high school love hits like “Teardrops on My Guitar” and
“Love Story.” Taylor Swift will be making a stop at the Colonial Life Arena
on her “Speak Now” tour, titled after her latest album. Tickets are on sale
now, ranging between $27 and $71.50. Australian country artist Adam
Brand and Christian-turned-mainstream band NeedToBreathe will open
for Swift. Doors are at 5:40 p.m., and the show is at 7 p.m.
Courtesy of taylorswift.com

Rodney Atkins
Friday, Oct. 14 — 7 p.m., $10

Skillet
Friday, Oct. 21 — 7 p.m., $10

The Roots
STYX
Saturday, Oct. 15 — 7 p.m., $10 Saturday, Oct. 22 — 7 p.m., $10

LOCAL NODS
Toro Y Moi w/ Unknown Mortal Orchestra
Saturday, Oct. 15 — New Brookland Tavern
Columbia chillwave group Toro Y Moi, founded by USC alumnus Chazwick
Bundick , will be returning to its stomping grounds this month, playing the
Tavern with Unknown Mortal Orchestra. Tickets are $12 in advance and $14
day of show. The show starts at 8:30 p.m.

Luke Bryan w/ Lee Brice
and Josh Thompson

Graham Colton w/ Matthew Mayfield
Wednesday, Nov. 9 — The White Mule

Saturday, Oct. 15 — Tin Roof
“Rain Is a Good Thing” country singer Luke Bryan will be passing through
Columbia with “CMT on Tour: Tailgates and Tanlines 2011,” playing
Columbia’s Tin Roof. The artist, known for singles “All My Friends Say” and
“Someone Else Calling You Baby” will take the stage with Lee Brice (“Love
Like Crazy” (2010)). The show starts at 6 p.m. The show’s 3,000 tickets are sold
out.
Courtesy of lukebryan.com

Graham Colton is best known for single “Best Days” off 2007’s “Here Right
Now.” He has found a spot as an opening act on many national tours for the
likes of Maroon 5 and John Mayer. Matthew Mayfield, the man behind Moses
Mayfield and 2011’s “Now You’re Free,” will be opening for Colton. Doors are
at 6 p.m., show is at 8 p.m. Ticket prices are still to be announced.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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‘50/50’ brings levity to heavy topic
Joseph Gordon-Levitt portrays optimistic
character in best light, picks perfect script

B+

Neal Hughes

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“50/50”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Jonathan Levine
Starring: Joseph GordonLevitt, Seth Rogen, Anna Kendrick
Rating: R for lanuage, sexual content,
some drug use

Cancer sucks. And Joseph Gordon-Levitt has
become quite the predictor of cinematic quality
with his ability to choose a script and put in a
commendable performance — “Hesher” and
“Inception” immediately come to mind.
Those are the lessons “50/50” leaves behind.
Director Jonat han Levine (“The
Wackness”(2008)) takes one of the most morbid
situations — a young man dying of cancer — and
adds a sick levity with blunt introspective dialogue
typically bordering on crass.
Essentially cutting away the layers of social
precedent (tiptoeing around the subject of death),
“50/50” is a comedy about experiencing the worst in
life, but still finding the best.
Adam ( Levitt) is a young professional who
seemingly has it made. Although he is no Wall
Street executive, he does okay working for the local
radio station and has a stable home and life with
his quasi-live-in girlfriend Rachael (Bryce Dallas
Howard).
Yes, Adam’s life is not perfect, but as far as
complaints go, he has few.
Adam is diagnosed with a rare cancer and given
a 50 percent chance of survival, proving that the
comfortable routine we work so hard for can be

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Bryce Dallas Howard (left) plays Joseph Gordon-Levitt’s girlfriend Rachael at the time of his diagnosis in “50/50.”
upset by something as small as a freak biological
happening.
Unsu re of how to handle h is diag nosis or
where to go from this point, Adam’s life begins to
dramatically change as he copes with the terrible
hand he has been dealt.
Levine does a good job of not just focusing solely
on Adam’s struggle, but also exploring how his
immediate social circle reacts and interacts as Adam
goes through the stages of his rare form of cancer.
“50/50” is a performance-driven film.
Levitt does an excellent job of portraying a
stubborn and jaded sufferer, who refuses to admit
his condition, but also never stops obsessing over it.
It creates a paradoxical realism that doesn’t give in
to any extremes.
The “I ncept ion” actor is one of t he more
emotionally accessible stars in Hollywood these
days. He has a certain “regular” quality that many
are lack ing. This down-to-eart h charm only
enhances the emotional impact of the film because
it feels like this could be happening to a friend, not
just a multi-million dollar actor.
Levitt is best in scenes where he gets to interact
with Seth Rogen’s character Kyle, the two lending

a natural foil.
Of course, it doesn’t take much of an imagination
to figure out what kind of character Rogen plays
(hint: it’s his t ypical slacker sidekick), but his
character seems to have a certain maturity that
he lacks in the other films that he’s done. This
maturity only adds to the chemistry between the
two, creating the best on-screen pairing of the year.
“50/50” could be the funniest (“Bridesmaids”
being its main competition) and most well-written
films of the year, but it certainly is not without
its flaws. The main being that certain emotional
moments in the film feel forced and way too neat for
the film’s somber tone.
The performances typically offset the contrived
feeling, but sometimes it’s hard not to notice the
clash between dour mood and the Hallmark-y,
emotional moments.
“50/50” is by no means surprising and many of
the plot developments can be seen 30 minutes in
advance. But it is the journey that it takes the viewer
on that makes it special and unique.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Doing itDAILY
www.dailygamecock.com

halloweenexpress.com
(Beside Rooms To Go)

(Across From Ruby Tuesday’s)

275-2 Harbison Blvd.
Columbia, SC 29212

2501 Augusta Road (Hwy 1)
West Columbia, SC 29169

803.732.3266

803.791.3755
GET YOUR FLU VACCINE AT ONE OF THESE CLINICS!

5.00 OFF

$

a purchase
of $25.00
or more.

Expires Oct. 31, 2011. Only at these locations. Limit one coupon per customer.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

(Beside Rooms To Go)

(Across From Ruby Tuesday’s)

275-2 Harbison Blvd.
Columbia, SC 29212

2501 Augusta Road (Hwy 1)
West Columbia, SC 29169

803.732.3266

803.791.3755

Sep 29: 10 am – 2 pm: Russell House rooms 302/304
Oct 4:ϵĂŵʹϰ͗ϯϬƉŵ͗ZƵƐƐĞůů,ŽƵƐĞƉĂƟŽ
$15 for students
Oct 5:ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
$25 ĨŽƌĨĂĐƵůƚǇͬƐƚĂī Oct 6͗ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Oct 7: noon – 6 pm: DRIVE THROUGH FLU SHOTS at the
You must bring your Colonial Life Center parking lot
Oct 11: 5 – 8 pm: Russell House desk across from Freshens
Carolina Card!
Oct 12:ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Oct 13: 4:30 – 6:30 pm: Bates House outside the cafeteria
Oct 18: 5 – 8 pm: Capstone/Columbia Hall outside cafeteria
Oct 19: 10 am – 2 pm: BA (Close/Hipp) building main lobby
Oct 24:ϮʹϱƉŵ͗ZƵƐƐĞůů,ŽƵƐĞďĂĐŬƉĂƟŽ
Oct 25:ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Oct 26: 10 am – 2 pm: BA (Close/Hipp) building main lobby
Oct 27:ŶŽŽŶʹϯƉŵ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Nov 1:ŶŽŽŶʹϯƉŵ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Nov 2: 4 – 6:30 pm: Greek Village, Alpha Delta Pi house
ǁǁǁ͘ƐĂ͘ƐĐ͘ĞĚƵͬƐŚƐͬŇƵ Nov 3:ϵĂŵʹϮƉŵ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
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HOUSING
3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729

EMPLOYMENT
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253
STATE FAIR HELP
Immediate PT positions for Oct
12th-23rd @Trudy’s ice cream 125pm or 5-11pm. Free admission.
$7.75/hr. Call 917-446-3388.
Nanny Position
Nanny needed Tues.,Wed.,and
Thur.,8:00-5:00 but can vary.
Experience and own transportation
a must. Email
eowens@windstream.net
Bartender positions available
for busy 5 points bar. Must have
experience. Contact Peter at
917-285-6631

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Frankie’s Fun Park
Need a Part-Time Job that
will fit around your class
schedule?Looking for that flexible
second job? Frankie’s Fun Park in
Columbia is looking for responsible
& energetic first class employees
to fill part-time staff positions.
Come join the most unique work
environment in the Midlands.
Frankie’s offers very competitive
pay rates based on qualifications
and work experience. Flexible
schedules with primarily weekend
hours work well around class
schedules or full-time jobs
during the week. You must have
dependable transportation.
Opportunities for advancement
exist for willing and capable
part-time employees. Frankie’s
is located at 140 Parkridge Drive
Exit 103 off -I-26 (Harbison Blvd.
behind Lowes). Please apply in
person Monday’s or Wednesday’s
12pm-7pm.
Email cpatel@frankiesfunpark.com

Now hiring party host and referees
for our NE Monkey Joe’s. Come
in to apply or go online at www.
monkeyjoes.com/columbia

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 7-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury cruise
with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

The “I’ll Just Have One More” Martini
3 oz. gin or vodka
1/2 oz. dry vermouth
3 olives
1 automobile
1 long day
1 diminishing attention span
1 too many

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS

Combine ingredients. Drink. Repeat.
Mix with sharp turn, telephone pole.

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE

Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY

Know how to

design?
We need you.

“THE GUARD”
3 p.m. / 5:30 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50
students / $7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

TODAY
KILLER BEN, YUNG FRESH, KASPER
6:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TOMORROW
PRIMO STARR, JAY GATZ, RIGHCHUS, ST.
EVEN
8 p.m., $5
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

THE B STREET BAND (BRUCE
SPRINGSTEEN TRIBUTE)
10 p.m., $5
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.
“A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE”
8 p.m., $10-$16
Drayton Hall, 911 Sumter St.

10/05/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

10/05/11

1 2 3 4

for 10/04/11

ACROSS
1 Beatles ﬁlm
5 Globetrotter’s need
9 TV choice
14 x, y and z, in
math
15 Israel’s Barak
16 Curved moldings
17 Hard to spot
18 Muddy up
19 Chestnut-hued
horses
20 Chicken, beef, or
ﬁsh?
23 Bar order
24 Sweetie
25 Three-time
Oscar winner for
Best Foreign
Language Film
27 Saw
32 Membership list
33 Slangy morning
cup
34 Tabloid
exclusive
36 Inferior
39 Director of the
last episode of
“M*A*S*H”
41 Concerning
43 Hershey’s toffee
bar
44 First name in
daytime TV
46 Worldweariness
48 Gin maker
Whitney
49 Jazz and swing
periods
51 Word with crew
or key
53 Gridiron call
56 Respectful title
57 French vineyard
58 Expensive bottle
of wine?
64 River including
Livingstone Falls
66 Major in
astronomy?
67 Balm ingredient
68 Milk dispenser
69 Hardly
handsome
70 Loads
71 Run for the __:
Kentucky Derby
72 Understands
73 Gusto
DOWN
1 Boaters andbowlers
2 Auditorium sign
3 “Leading With

My Chin” author
4 Film with a
creepy motel owner
5 Archie’s
heartthrob
6 Denny’s
competitor
7 Diamonds, but
not emeralds
8 Robin Williams
forte
9 Tight braid
10 Gone by
11 Shop specializing
in Winnie the
Pooh
merchandise?
12 Lotte who played
Rosa Klebb in
“From Russia
With Love”
13 German steel
town
21 Fashion designer
Michael
22 Anthem
contraction
26 Pontiac muscle
cars
27 Slightly cracked
28 Angler’s need
29 Money set aside
for garden
mazes?
30 Drink brand with
a lizard logo

Solutions from 10/04/11

31 Mars pair
35 __ rock
37 Alone
38 Joyce’s
homeland
40 Ostentatious
behavior
42 “__ With Morrie”:
Albom best-seller
45 Salts on the
ocean
47 Hip bones
50 Star Wars prog.
52 German sub?
53 Present itself, as
a thought

54 Tolkien
ringbearer
55 1975 Tonywinning
play
about a
stableboy
59 The munchies,
e.g.
60 Cruise stop
61 Dark purple fruit
62 Eternities,
seemingly
63 Midterm or ﬁnal
65 “Golly!”
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Foot sprain may sideline Ingram
Senior lineman awaits
clearance to appear
against Kentucky
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Connor Shaw’s prior start came against ECU.

Spurrier: Shaw
capable of leading
struggling offense
HBC hopes QB change
will jump-start lackluster unit
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMEOCK.COM

South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier
implied Tuesday that his philosophy with
t he Gamecocks’ start ing quarterback
position had been “if it ain’t broke, don’t
fi x it.”
Spu r r ier sa id he d id not con sider
replacing the struggling Stephen Garcia
with Connor Shaw during the Auburn
game because USC was in the lead for
most of the game. But after the Gamecocks
fell to the Tigers 16-13, a change had to be
made. Starting Shaw was “clearly” the
change needed, Spurrier said.
So Shaw will now receive his second
career start — and his f irst against a
Southeastern Conference opponent —
when USC faces Kentucky on Saturday at
Williams-Brice Stadium. Garcia will serve
as the backup quarterback.
“I think he’s capable,” said Spurrier of
Shaw during his weekly press conference.
“He hasn’t played a lot yet, so he needs to
feel his way as he goes probably. But he’s
going to get a chance to go play.”
When asked what he would consider a
good performance from Shaw, Spurrier
said he has no statistical milestones in
mind. Shaw’s main concern has to be
protecting the football, Spurrier said.
“ We’r e j u s t g o i n g t o g i v e h i m a
chance to play the game and make good
decisions,” Spurrier said. “He doesn’t have
to try to win the game for us.”
Shaw will play the entire game barring
injur y. If he is needed, Garcia will be
ready to play, Spurrier said. When asked
why he thinks Garcia, a fifth-year senior,
has seemingly regressed in his fi nal year,
Spurrier declined to comment.
“I can’t get into all that. I just can’t get
into all that,” Spurrier said. “Stephen is
trying as hard as he can. Just hasn’t worked
out for him. The other guy, Connor, is
now going to get his chance. That’s about
all I need to say about that.”
Spurrier said he is hopeful the switch
w i l l help ju mp -st a r t USC’s of fense.
Spu r r ier noted t h at USC i s r a n ked
sixth in the SEC in offense — a slight
improvement from last season’s seventh
place f inish — but that the offense is
“obviously not peaking as well as we’d
hoped.”
“We need to go play,” Spurrier said.
“We need to run the ball and throw the
ball at a little quicker pace and see if we
can’t become a pretty good offense.”
The move to Shaw should have no effect
on the offensive play calling, Spurrier said.
Shaw has been on campus since spring
of 2010 and has run the same plays in
practice that Garcia has.
“Connor’s in his second year now,”
Spurrier said. “So he’s fam iliar w it h
everything. Hopefully we don’t have to
change a whole bunch while we’re out
there.”
Beyond playing Shaw, Spurrier said
he wants to further change the offense
by gett ing more players involved. He
feels several players have been lost in the
shuffle at times over the past few weeks.
“Hopefully we can get Bruce [Ellington]
some more snaps,” Spurrier said. “Get the
ball to Alshon [ Jeffery], get the ball to Ace
[Sanders], get the ball to Damiere (Byrd),
get the ball to D.D. Smith. Maybe get
Brandon Wilds two or three carries.
“That’s what we hope would happen.
It just hasn’t happened yet. Maybe it will
happen this week.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Melvin Ingram’s reign
of terror against opposing
offenses may have to be put
on hold this week.
I n t he m id s t of h i s
11- t a c k l e , 3. 5 - s a c k
performance against
Auburn that garnered SEC
Defensive Player of the
Week honors for the second
time in two games, Ingram
sprained his left foot and
now faces the prospect of
missing South Carolina’s
matchup against Kentucky
this Saturday.
“There’s a chance he
might not be able to play
this week,” coach Steve
Spurrier said. “He thinks
he can play. Whether or not
trainers and doctors clear
him, we have to wait and
see. He has his foot in one
of those boots right now, so
he’s definitely not going to
practice this week.”
Associate head coach for
defense Ellis Johnson said
Ingram was unlikely to
appear against the Wildcats
while speaking on Teddy
Heffner’s “Talking Sports”
Tuesday morning. Ingram
said at USC’s weekly press
conference later in the day
that he hopes he’ll receive
clearance from the medical
staff by that time.
“I really don’t know yet,”
Ingram said. “It’s just a dayby-day thing. I guess I’ll
find out at the end of the
week.”
Ingram said the injury
occurred sometime
during the first quarter of
Saturday’s defeat but said
he couldn’t remember how
it happened. Although it
was a concern, he said it
didn’t affect his play from
that point on.
“I was telling [defensive
linemen Jadeveon Clowney
and Devin Taylor ] that
somet h i ng wa s w rong
with my foot, but it wasn’t

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Melvin Ingram enters the week leading the team with 5.5 sacks and 7.5 tackles for loss.
nothing I was going to
dwell on,” Ingram said. “I
felt like we needed to finish
the game, so I really didn’t
pay it too much attention.”
Despite being on
crutches and being forced
to wear a medical boot for
the time being, Ingram said
the injury isn’t much of a
discomfort.
“There’s a little pain, but
it’s not unbearable pain,” he
said. “I feel like pain is just
soreness leaving the body.
I’m going to listen to the
trainers and do whatever
they need me to do, and
whenever they want me to
try it out I’ll try it out.”
The senior defensive
l i nem a n is on pace to
make 2011 his best season
at Carolina, leading the
team with 5.5 sacks and 7.5
tackles for loss while also

earning 26 tackles and two
interceptions through the
first five games. Although
he entered the season a
bit overshadowed by the
arrival of the highly touted
C low ne y, I ng r a m sa id
USC’s newest addition had
no effect on his drive going
into the season.
“ It wo u ld n’t h a v e
mattered who came here,”
he said. “If a baby or a little
kid would have come here, I
was still going to work hard
no matter what and try to
come out and have the best
season I could have.”
Spurrier said Ingram’s
success has come as no
surprise and that the signs
of his early tear began to
crop up in the offseason.
“He was excellent
in preseason pract ice,”
Spurrier said. “In fact, our

special teams coach John
Butler was always coming
in talking about, ‘Man, this
guy’s amazing’.”
When asked about his
ow n reason i ng beh i nd
his achievements thus far,
Ingram offered a simple
answer.
“Just having a relentless
mentality of getting around
the ball; just trying to be
around the ball every play
no matter where it’s at,” he
said. “I feel like I’ve worked
hard enough, and by me
working hard, I feel like
when the big plays present
t hemselves I’m able to
make them.”
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USC begins preseason practice
Lady Gamecocks enter
2011-12 aiming high
Paulina Berkovich
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S o u t h C a r o l i n a ’s w o m e n ’s
basketball team wasted no time
informing its six new players exactly
what the goal for the 2011-12 season
is.
“Every year, we strive to get to the
NCA A tournament,” coach Dawn
Staley said. “I think this year is no
different. I do like our team. We’ve
added some skill. We’ve added some
athleticism. We’ve added some height
to our basketball team. With already
a core of players that understands how
we like to play, they understand how
we need to play in our league, and
how we need to play in the preseason
as well.”
The team began official practices
Monday with a month to prepare for
its season-opener against Limestone
on Nov. 4. Although the Gamecocks
return all three of their leading
scorers from last year, the newcomers
have added talent in many aspects of
the game.
“I’m excited about the season,”
senior guard La’Keisha Sutton said.
“Ever since last season ended, I’ve
been looking forward to coming
together with new people. They bring
a lot of energy to a lot of different
spots on the floor. You’ve got shooters,
drivers, defenders, rebounders; so, I’m
excited. It should be fun.”
Height is one area of concern the
new players have helped to fix. At
6 feet 3 inches tall, freshman Elem
Ibiam brings an inside presence that
USC has lacked since Kelsey Bone
left the program at the end of the

2009-10 season. Though Staley still
looks for improvement from Ibiam,
the Gamecocks expect her to have an
immediate impact on the team.
“I think people have to play her
honestly,” Staley said. “We don’t have
a problem putting the ball out on the
block to her. We feel very confident
that she can make something happen.
She can give us a good shot [by] being
a low-post presence. Hopefully she’ll
get a little stronger and quicker so she
can have a lot of success.”
The new players are still getting
used to the high expectations that
come with playing college basketball,
but veteran leadership has already
helped the Gamecocks build strong
team chemistry.
“Our newcomers have yet to go
t hrough more t han a t wo-hour
workout with us,” Staley said. “We’re
adding new stuff every single day,
so they have to get used to the pace
that we’re going at and the pace that
we need to go at in order for us to be
successful. I think the next couple of
weeks they should settle in and know
what to expect.
“In any team, or any corporation,
you’ve got to have some chiefs and
you’ve got to have some Indians. All
of them are playing their part right
now, which is a good thing. I think
that’s probably the reason why our
chemistry is so good at this point.”
Although expectations for this
year’s team are higher than last year’s,
the focus is on constant improvement
for both new and returning players.
“We’ve got a lot to learn, so I
think if we just keep the mind-set of
coming in here and working hard and
learning, that pressure really won’t
get to us,” said senior guard Courtney
Newton. “But we’ve got to continue
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La’Keisha Sutton is one of five seniors
on South Carolina’s 2011-12 roster.
to work and continue to learn day by
day.”
Staley said the Gamecocks still
have kinks to work out, but the players
are prepared to rise to the challenge
of competing at an elite level.
“We already feel a bit of pressure,”
junior forward Ashley Bruner said.
“[The new players] are catching on.
We’re already telling them we want
to be a championship team. We tell
them how hard practice will be.
They’re ready. The girls are ready.”
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